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a law library, the establishment of seminars, 
lectures, and studies devoted to the law, and 
the publication of addresses, essays, trea-
tises, reports and other literary works by 
students, practitioners, and teachers of the 
law; and 

(e) To provide for the acquisition, preser-
vation and exhibition of rare books and doc-
uments, sculptures, paintings and other ob-
jects of art and historical interest relating 
to the law, the courts and the legal profes-
sion, 

(3) To do any and all things necessary or in-
cident to the accomplishment of the foregoing 
purposes. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 3, 68 Stat. 797.) 

§ 574. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have the following pow-
ers: 

(a) To sue and be sued, complain and defend in 
any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) To adopt, alter, and use a corporate seal. 
(c) To choose such officers, managers, and 

agents as the business of the corporation may 
require. 

(d) To adopt, amend, apply, and administer by-
laws, not inconsistent with the laws of the 
United States of America or any State in which 
the corporation is to operate, for the manage-
ment of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs. 

(e) To contract and be contracted with. 
(f) To take and hold by lease, gift, purchase, 

grant, devise, bequest, or otherwise, any prop-
erty, real or personal, or mixed, necessary for 
carrying into effect the purposes of the corpora-
tion, subject to applicable provisions of law of 
any State (1) governing the amount or kind of 
real and personal property which may be held 
by, or (2) otherwise limiting or controlling the 
ownership of real and personal property by, a 
corporation operating in such State. 

(g) To transfer, lease, or convey real or per-
sonal property. 

(h) To borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, and issue bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness therefor, and secure the same by 
mortgage or pledge subject to applicable Federal 
or State laws. 

(i) To do any and all acts necessary and proper 
to carry out the purposes of the corporation. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 4, 68 Stat. 797.) 

§ 575. Principal office; territorial scope of activi-
ties; agent for service of process 

(a) The corporation shall have its principal of-
fice in the District of Columbia and may con-
duct its activities at any place or places in the 
United States, or elsewhere. 

(b) The corporation shall have in the District 
of Columbia at all times a designated agent au-
thorized to accept service of process for the cor-
poration; and notice served upon such agent, or 
mailed to such agent at such business address, 
shall be deemed service upon or notice to the 
corporation. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 5, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 576. Membership; voting rights 

(a) The membership of the corporation con-
sists of the persons listed in section 571 of this 
title, the persons who hereafter become mem-
bers of the National Council of the Federal Bar 
Association, a non-profit corporation of the Dis-
trict of Columbia (for the duration of their 
membership as such), and such others as the cor-
poration may provide for by bylaw or otherwise. 

(b) Each member of the corporation may cast 
one vote on each matter submitted to a vote of 
the members. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 6, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 577. Board of directors 

(a) Composition of initial board 

The governing body of the corporation is its 
board of directors, which during 1954, will com-
prise the following: 

Bettin Stalling, of Illinois; 
Stanley N. Barnes, of California; 
Clarence A. Davis, of Nebraska; 
Earl W. Kintner, of Indiana; 
Lawrence H. Axman, District of Columbia; 
Wendell Barnes, of Oklahoma; 
William L. Ellis, of Michigan; and 
Arthur J. Klayman, of Illinois, 

who are currently members of the executive 
committee of the Federal Bar Association. 

(b) Composition of subsequent boards; tenure 

Thereafter the board of directors will consist 
of twelve persons elected, and subject to re-
moval at any time, by majority vote of the 
members of the corporation. The term of office 
of the elected members of the board is for six 
years, except that, for the first elected board, 
four shall be elected for a term of two years, 
four for a term of four years, and four for a term 
of six years. Vacancies in the board of directors, 
caused by expiration of the members’ terms or 
otherwise, shall be filled by a majority vote of 
the members of the corporation. 

(c) Powers; voting rights; meetings 

The board of directors may exercise, or pro-
vide for the exercise of, the powers herein grant-
ed to the corporation, and each member of the 
board shall have one vote upon all matters de-
termined. The board shall meet at least annu-
ally. The board may delegate its powers to a 
prudential committee subject to the direction 
of, and reporting to, the board. The president of 
the corporation shall act as chairman of the 
board and of the committee. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 7, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 578. Officers 

(a) The officers of the corporation shall con-
sist of a president, vice president, secretary, 
treasurer, historian, and such other officers as 
may be determined by bylaw. 

The officers shall have such powers, consistent 
with this charter, as may be provided by bylaw. 

(b) The officers shall be elected by the board of 
directors at its initial meeting and thereafter at 
its annual designated meeting and shall serve 
for a term of one year. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 8, 68 Stat. 799.) 


